Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman (858) 592-5121

Module 5-Lesson # 2 Mountain Lake

Kit Colors:








Burnt Umber










Ultramarine Blue (dark)









Cobalt Blue (light)









Alizarin Crimson









Cadmium Red









Yellow Ochre









Cadmium Yellow
You will learn:

Light source awareness

Gradated wash for sky

Wet into wet color mingling- wash for mountains

Lifting- tree branches

Highlights and shadows

Toothbrush spattering for texture

Mountain Lake Sunset

1. Draw or transfer the scene onto the paper

2. Note sun angle is low and setting behind the mountains, creating a silhouette

3. Wet sky area only

4. Add a gradated wash from very light blue on top to light red and yellow at the bottom

5. Wet the closest lake and add a gradated wash from white at top to red and purple and blue at the bottom.  While wet add dark reflections on far bank

6. Wet the front rocks (in sections) and add wash with wet into wet orange, purple and blues.

7. Cover all with paper and flick paint from toothbrush for rock texture

8. Wet distant mountain range and add orange and purples

9. Wet left section of mountains and add dark blue, purple and oranges and extend color into top of trees while wet

10. Repeat to right side of mountains

11. Wet front bank of lake leaving dry the snow areas, then add same colors to the bank leaving snow areas white

12. Add color blue/violet to the snow areas

13. Add darker details to trees and rocks

14. Lift dark areas to show subtle tree branches

15. Sign the picture 

