Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman  (760) 743-1474

Module 15-Lesson # 3 Window Flowers
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You will learn:

Light source awareness

Masking fluid

Simplified loose background

Lifting

Negative painting

Shadows and blending

1. Draw or transfer the window and flowers and a few leaves onto paper. Draw figure to the right of the lighted area.

2. Note the light source is from the upper right of the picture.

3. Mask flowers (no masking fluid?- leave flowers dry and white when wetting background) DO NOT use your good brushes for masking fluid, it will ruin your brushes, I use a rope.

4. Wet some of the background, directly over the DRY masking fluid, leave window area dry

5. Lay in wet on wet the building color, light greens and yellows and a few darker blues/mixed with the greens. While still damp (the magic moment, use a palette knife or credit card to scrape in some of the geranium vines.

6. Paint wall colors and when dry, add the same color, but much darker as the shadows 

7. Paint in light blue in the window relections

8. Paint the variations of color in the window reflections at the bottom.  You may paint around or lift the drapes in the window.

9. When background is dry, lift some of the leaves from the darker areas and then negative paint around these leaves when dry.

10. Paint positive green leaves into the lighter areas, use darker green where necessary.  Do clumps of leaves and flowers that connect, do not try to put every leave into the picture- simplify

11. When dry, remove masking fluid from flowers and paint the deep red, leaving white edges on some flowers and paint the light pink geraniums with light pink and darker pink

12. Make sure you paint some of the leaves over the window.

13. Sign the picture 

