Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman  (760) 743-1474

Additional Lesson- Mounting Watercolor Paper on Board

I do not recommend everyone use this method of mounting watercolor paper, but many have shown an interest in the materials and the process.

Arches 140# Cold Press Watercolor Paper (available in blocks or full sheets (22 x 30”)  (I do not recommend Canson, Strathmore nor some of the other cheap paper)


Crescent AF3X mounting board AF is Acid Free and 3X is the thickness (32 x 40 sheets) approximately $6.00 per sheet.  You may use a good Acid Free Mat Board or Acid Free foam board.


Glues: either
1. Best Glue (preferred) Acid Free liquid glue (purchase at Valley Moulding). Do not try to buy at Michaels or Aaron Brothers; they will try to sell you something else.


2. Yes Glue Acid Free gel (purchase at Aaron Bothers and maybe Michaels)

Brayer or roller- available at Valley Moulding or craft stores.

Valley Moulding is a framing wholesale store, but will sell to artists without a CA Resale Number.


Valley Moulding 

7825 Arjons Drive

San Diego CA 92126  

(1 800 243-2467)
1. Cut or tear watercolor paper to size

2. Cut mounting board to 1” bigger than the watercolor paper

3. Use a wall painting brush (cheap) to put glue onto the mounting board

4. Place watercolor paper centered on glued board

5. Roll with brayer being careful not to roll over glue seeping from edges.

6. Optional to tape the edges of the paper to board.

7. Place entire board under a flat surface such as plexiglass with weight on top to dry.

8. To paint on, tape to flat board or plexi.

9. when painting is finished tape is taken off, but leave glued to mounting board while matting and framing the painting.

