Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman (858) 592-5121

Module 3-Lesson # 1
Trees

Kit Colors:








Burnt Umber










Ultramarine Blue (dark)









Cobalt Blue (light)









Alizarin Crimson









Cadmium Red









Yellow Ochre









Cadmium Yellow
You will learn:

Dry brush

Palette knife

Wet into wet color mingling

Adding details

Highlights and shadows

Light source awareness.

Border 

Deciduous Tree

1. draw the tree, note the bulky, strong trunk, roots and branches smaller at the outside and thicker towards the bottom.  Branches only visible between foliage.

2. Note:  individual leaves are not seen from a distance.  Paint only light and dark shapes of  light leave bulk and dark shadow leave bulk.

3. spring or summer tree use yellow and a little cobalt blue to get a light green.  Put color on in light areas, keeping in mind the light source.

4. shadow leaves are painted with a mixture of yellow, ultramarine blue and burnt umber. Let wet paint touch to mingle colors in certain areas.

5. trunk and branches are burnt umber, ultramarine blue, paint branches only in a few areas where there is a hole in the leaves.  May use minimal palette knife on trunk and branches.

6. Paint a little grass indication at ground level

Evergreen

1. Draw evergreen, windblown tree is more at an angle.  Note trunk is not totally straight.

2. Color does not vary much throughout the year.  Paint light areas with a yellow ochre (dry brush) and the darker with a mixture of ultramarine blue, yellow ochre

3. trunk is burnt umber, ultramarine blue;  note the light side of the trunk and branches.  May use minimal palette knife on trunk and branches.

4. Paint a little grass indication at ground level

Palm

1. Draw palm and note the flowing branches and shape of the trunk.

2. Palms may be very colorful due to the sun angle at morning and evening.

3. Use yellow ochre for light areas and red, blue and yellow mixture for darker areas mingled together

4. Yellow ochre on light side of trunk with a little burnt umber and red and blue in shadow side.  May use minimal palette knife on trunk and branches.

5. Paint a little grass indication at ground level (colorful)

Border

1. When dry add a strip of masking tape to the top of the painting, about 1” below the top of the trees

2. Wet area above the tape, do not wet over trees, nor touching the masking tape

3. Mingle two or three of the colors you used in a wet into wet, light colored background

4. When dry do the same to the sides and bottom

5. This creates a simple stylized border, something a little different.

