Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman  (760) 743-1474

Module 12-Lesson # 2 Ballerina


 Kit Colors:








Burnt Umber










Ultramarine Blue (dark)









Cobalt Blue (light)









Alizarin Crimson









Cadmium Red









Yellow Ochre









Cadmium Yellow
You will learn:

Use a vertical bar of color for picture depth 

Light source awareness

Near silhouette painting

Clean, neat painting with nice flat washes

1. Draw or transfer ballerina onto the paper

2. Draw straight vertical lines, first so that girl’s head is to the left of the vertical line.  The second vertical line to the right of the figure with only a little of the tutu to the right of the line

3. Tape the inside of the vertical lines and wet everything except inside the tape with water, then add a flat wash of a medium color, such as reddish tan mixture.  (leave white of paper in the foreground as a reflection of the light coming from the window and also add a little cobalt blue to the left and right of the white for shadow.

4. The ballerina will appear to be in front of the background light, it gives the painting depth

5. When dry, take off tape

6. Paint ballerina in a monotone mixture of very dark reddish tan/blue mixture.

7. Care should be taken to keep the light color on her back and arm

8. Also lift a little color for highlights on cheek and ear and shoes

9. Keep tutu very transparent, almost no color, but keep area by her figure darker

10. Add shadow going away from light source in blue and dark reddish tan (darker closer to body and fading away

11. Sign the picture

