Beginning Watercolor Class

Instructor:  Tom Tiedeman (858) 592-5121

Module 1-Lesson # 5a Snow Scene



Kit Colors:








Burnt Umber










Ultramarine Blue (dark)









Cobalt Blue (light)









Alizarin Crimson









Cadmium Red









Yellow Ochre









Cadmium Yellow

You will learn:

Mix colors on palette

Wet into wet color mingling

Adding details

Color lifting

Adding salt

Highlights and shadows

Light source awareness.

Simple background

Leaving lots of white for snow background

1. Options:  1.  cut 9x12” paper in half to create a card

                      2.  use full 9x12” paper.

2. Draw light line where top of snow and sky connect, draw simple tree shape.

3. This is a vignette, leave white on all sides of card.

4. Wet sky and do a small wash of  burnt umber, ultramarine blue and a little alizarin crimson to create a dark winter sky.

5. While sky is wet add a hint of trees with ultramarine blue.

6. Work fast before sky dries and wet the center of the snow, especially around the tree.

7. Mingle cobalt blue, and just a hint of alizarin crimson, a little darker in the tree area.  Leave most of the picture white.

8. Add salt before colors dry.  Leave on until completely dry.

9. With a damp brush (not wet), lift out the color for the snow on the tree.

10. Add a light cobalt blue to the bottom of the snow on the trees for shadows, and also around the grass.

11. Use a small brush with a mixture of ultramarine blue and burnt umber to get a dark color and add just a hint of the pine needles showing below the snow tree bows.

12. Add a hint of grass detail.

13. Add more darker blue around the bottom of the tree for a soft, blended shadow in the snow.

